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I CONTEXT

All Texas Constitutions, from the 1827 Constitution de Coahuila y Tejas to the 1869 Texas Constitution,
advocated the importance of education. However, from 1827 to 1876, most Texans considered education
as purely a responsibility of parents and had little interest in expending tax money on the education of
other people’s children. The 1850 census shows no children in the Goose Creek/Cedar Bayou area to
have attended school within the year. In the Compromise of 1850, Texas gave up about half its territory
in exchange for 10 million dollars from the Federal government. This allowed the state to pay down its
considerable debts and set aside $2 million as a Special School Fund.* This money was heavily invested
in railroad stock and the interest from this money was to be distributed to the counties on a per capita
basis to fund public education but the last railroad loans were made in 1862 and initially the railroads
were not able to pay the annual interest on the loans. More money was siphoned off to build state
prisons. The fund did have some positive effect because the 1860 census shows that almost all white
children in the Goose Creek/Cedar Bayou area had attended school within the year. The Civil War was
particularly devastating to the Special School Fund. In addition to the destabilization of financial
institutions, the governor transferred almost $1.3 million to the military board for war expenses. No
funds were drawn for education from 1861 to 1870 and by the end of the war the balance which had
been over $2.5 million in 1861 was worth practically nothing.’ The Reconstruction Constitution of 1869
called for a uniform system of public free schools for “the gratuitous instruction of all inhabitants
between the ages of six and eighteen.” Attendance was made compulsory for four months per year and
schools were integrated. The system was to be supported by replenishment of the Special School Fund,
which could never again be used for any other purpose. However, in the wake of Reconstruction all of
these reforms were extremely unpopular with the white southerners of Texas.® They were not enforced
and all were replaced in the 1876 Constitution. Only a few school houses had been built in the entire
state up to this point and classes were mostly held in churches, barns or whatever building could be

found.” By 1872, only $478,820 was left of the original $2 million.?

The 1876 Texas Constitution’ and the laws which were passed in its wake completely revamped the
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education system in Texas and started the state on the path to our present system.!'® This is the

constitution still in effect today, although it has been amended many, many times.

IL. OVERVIEW

After the death of her husband, Anson Jones,!! in 1858, Mary Smith McCrory Jones'> moved her family
to Galveston and then in 1859, to Goose Creek. That same year she purchased her farm called
Headquarters from the estate of Henry G. Smith, with Ashbel Smith having Power of Attorney for his
brother’s affairs.'® Her children attended the Harmony Grove school, held in the Methodist chapel of the

same name'* which was located on Dr. John L. Bryan’s property!® 16

just north of today’s Missouri
Street on the west bank of Goose Creek.!” In 1859 the school was taught by Mr. and Mrs. Kemp'® and

from 1863 to 1866 was taught by Rev. C. C. Preston.'®?°

As early as 1841 school district boundaries were defined by Justice Precinct boundaries. Goose Creek,
Lynchburg, and Cedar Bayou were located in Precinct 3 which became School District No. 8.2 After
the Civil War, Thomas Benjamin Gaillard*? moved his wife and nine children from their home in Adams
County, Mississippi to the east bank of Goose Creek. Soon after their arrival in 1867 his daughter,
Linna, opened a school for the local children®® in a two-room cabin located on her family’s land, which
had been used by Confederate troops garrisoned there during the Civil War.2* In the 1870 census she
was one of three teachers enumerated in Subdivision 35 of Harris County, which consisted of all County
land east of the San Jacinto River. Almost all of the white school-age children in the Goose Creek area

had attended school within that year.?®

In 1873, School District No 8 was re-established, 22" but in 1876, the constitution and the school law
passed that year abolished the existing Common School Districts and established what were called
“School Communities”.?® The requirements for a School Community consisted of having a building in
which to conduct classes, a list of any number of students between the ages of 8-14, and a board of
trustees consisting of three members. School was held four months a year and the school day was of 7
hours duration. Attendance by the students was not compulsory, although attendance was kept in a day

book by the teacher as a requirement for her pay, which was based on the number of students in class.

Thirty-five School Communities were established in all of Harris County. The three School

Communities in the Baytown area were Cedar Bayou No. 5, Goose Creek No. 9, and Lynchburg No. 24.
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Mary Jones’ son, Cromwell Anson Jones, was the elected County Judge of Harris County and all the
county’s schools came under his jurisdiction. Ashbel Smith?® was appointed as head of the Harris

County School Board of School Examiners.*

Land for Goose Creek School Community No. 9 was donated by Mary Jones at the request of Thomas
Gaillard. In his letter of October 28, 1875, he says,

“Dear Madame, The Public School Committee asked me some time ago to write you and ascertain if
you will sell or donate to the State a piece of land out of your corner, next to Mrs. Franck’s place on
the road to Cedar Bayou. Whereon to build a public school house the Committee say it might be of
advantage in the Sale or rent of the net of your place. I have been sick not able to write for more than
a month and now have only strength to say “God bless you”. Sincerely Your friend, Thos. B.
Gaillard” 3!

She forwarded the letter to her son, County Judge C. Anson Jones, adding “I thought you had made the
Deed asked for within. You had better make it at once. MJ.”? because she was preparing to sell the land.
For some reason, the deed was not drawn up until 1879 and not filed with the county until 1880.%* The
date of this deed coincides with the date of the deed to David Wiggins and also indicates that the school

continued in operation throughout this time.

The 1-1/2 acres of land was located inside the bend of today’s junction of West Main and South Main
Streets in Baytown.>* Goose Creek School Community No. 9 was established on November 22, 1876 by
Harris County and $39.90 was granted for the school in which classes had commenced two months
earlier.®® The state constitution allocated $2.825¢ per student, meaning there were 14 students enrolled
in the first class. The petitioners for the application were Gilbert Brooks, T.S. Tabb "and others."
Lafayette Jones, Henry F. Gillette,”” and Jesse Brooks were appointed as trustees. The list of students
submitted with the charter application has not survived. However, the 1880 census shows 15 children

living near the school, with 8 of them being children of board members or petitioners.

The School Committee was formed before October, 1875® and the school house was built before
November, 1876.%° The 1875 Constitution passed with voter approval in February, 1876*° so plans for
the school were already being made before the Constitution took effect. As was common practice at the
time, the building would have been built by parents and friends of the community.*! It was constructed

of wood planks and was probably not painted. No pictures are known to exist but the 1943 aerial image
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shows it to be about 12 ft x 20 ft.** It had a door and windows for light and ventilation. The furniture
consisted of two rows of homemade benches and a teacher’s desk of crude style. A dry goods box was
used for a library. The books, mostly religious, were furnished by Cedar Bayou Methodist Church.** The
first teacher in this school was Linna Gaillard.* Public school teachers were required by law to be
certified by the state and her teacher certificate renewal was received by the County in August 1877 so it
is likely that she was the teacher for the following year as well. ** The teacher from 1879 to 1881 was
probably Mary Johnson, who was enumerated in June as a Teacher in the 1880 census, living in the

home of Ashbel Smith.*¢

The school building also served as a chapel. Dorris Isenhour writes in her memoirs about “attending
church services in a tiny schoolhouse across Goose Creek (mainly to meet our beaux) where we sweated

out a long and fearful service by an old itinerant preacher.”*’

Among many other changes, the 1884 school law allowed creation of a system of School Districts run
by the county. Goose Creek and Cedar Bayou were the only schools in School District 15, which
extended between Goose Creek stream and Cedar Bayou north to today’s FM-1942 Road. At some
point, the old Goose Creek school building was moved to the border of the north edge of David Wiggins’
land,*® just east of today’s George Washington Carver Elementary. A 1928 fire at Harris County
Department of Education destroyed school records prior to 1888 but surviving records show that from
1888 until 1895 the teachers were Katie Gaillard, Stella McCracken, Annie Langford, Mamie
Blackshear, and Clement Appleyard.*’ In 1896 the teacher was Laura Alden.>® In 1889 Wiggins had sold
59 acres to Jesse Knowlton’! who subdivided the land and in 1892 sold the tract on which the school
stood to Ephraim Taylor.>? Separate colored and white school trustees had been required by the Texas
constitution since the School Act of 1884 was enacted and in 1897 Ephraim Taylor, Charles Barrett,
and George Gillette were elected as School District 15 Trustees.’* They were immediate neighbors, all
living on tracts of land purchased from Jesse Knowlton and were the only blacks to ever serve as School
Trustees in District 15. That year the school became the first colored school in Goose Creek and for the
next fourteen years white children had to either be schooled at home® or travel several miles to attend
classes at Cedar Bayou. Taylor, Barrett, and Gillette were re-elected in 1898 and the 1900 census
shows five black school age children living in the immediate neighborhood who had attended school

within the year. Four of the children were enumerated in the census as being at school.”” The County
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Commissioners records called for colored trustees for each subsequent year through at least 1906 but no
colored trustees were elected in District 15 after 1899. The school closed sometime between 1900 and
1904 when Ephraim Taylor sold his land>® and for the next few years there was no public school in
Goose Creek at all.> In 1905% and 1906°' most districts in the county, including School District 15,
didn’t even hold an election for School Trustees, black or white. In the 1910 census, no black children in
the neighborhood had attended school within the year and none could read or write.%? It would be 1921

before a black school was re-established in Goose Creek.®

With the discovery of oil in 1908 and the subsequent population explosion, a school was opened at
Goose Creek in 1911 to serve the children of white oil field workers. The teacher, Alice Mae Bullard,
conducted classes in a tent provided by her father. A more permanent school opened the following year
under Erma McMasters® and was later taught by Cora Lazenby. By 1916, the student population had
outgrown that building® and a portable annex was added.®® The “New Town” of Goose Creek had been
developed in 1916 north of the oil field and the “Old School House” was reopened as a school for white
children in that community.%” Gushers, fires, explosions and gas releases in the oil field caused several

school closures in the fall of 1916 and forced the oil field school to close in 1917.68

The student population of Goose Creek continued to grow to over 400 in 1918% and in August, 1919 the
old school house was upgraded with plumbing and toilets’® Roof repairs were made and lighting was
installed in October, 1920.”! By 1921 Goose Creek ISD had at least six grammar schools teaching
grades 1-3 spread throughout the Tri-Cities.”> Grades 4-6 attended classes at “The Barn"”* "*and grades
7-11 attended classes at the YMCA.” The school population in 1922 was up to 1200 and twenty-eight

teachers were employed by the school district.”®

With the passage of the $200,000 school bond in 1922 and opening of new school buildings in 1923,”7 7
the Old School House had finally outlived its usefulness and was closed for good. After its service as a
school was over, the building still existed as a storage shed or barn until at least 1966.” It was located in
a pasture on High Street near Anson Jones Elementary and children walking home from school
considered it a “haunted house”. It became a “double-dog-dare” to go inside.®® According to historical

aerial photographic images, the building was gone by 1973.
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In February, 1908, R. D. Smith and John Ilfrey, Trustees of School District No 15 had petitioned the
Harris County Commissioners Court for sale of the 1-1/2 acres of land which Mary Jones had donated.®!
The petition was filed but no action on the land was taken until 1926, when Harris County transferred
the land to the Goose Creek Independent School District (GCISD).® In 1928, the state gave permission
for the school district to sell the land to raise funds for purchase of new school land, so the 1-1/2 acres
was sold to the Tyrell-Garth Investment Company.® Part of it became the road bed for the West Main —
South Main junction. In 1931 the property was subdivided and sold in parcels.’* Today there is a house,
a church, an empty building, and a business on the land but the only part of the original 1-1/2 acres is

still in public use is the road bed and traffic island in the Pelly area of Baytown.*®

The Goose Creek area today is served by the Goose Creek Consolidated Independent School District
(GCCISD) headquartered in Baytown, Texas.® The district serves all of Baytown and Highlands, Coady,
McNair, and outlying areas of East Harris County, as well as a portion of West Chambers County.
Currently, the district has 14 elementary schools (K-5), 5 junior high schools (6-8), 4 high schools (9-

12), a career center, and two alternative centers for education.®’

III. SIGNIFICANCE

Goose Creek School Community No. 9 was the first school in present day Baytown built on land
designated as school property. In 1876 Mary Smith McCrory Jones, the widow of the last President of
Texas and future first President of the Daughters of the Republic of Texas, donated one and a half acres
of her farm to Harris County on which to build a public school. The request for the donation came from
Thomas Gaillard, her neighbor and owner of the land which would eventually become the Goose Creek
Oil Field. Her youngest son, Harris County Judge Cromwell Anson Jones (1850-1888), also had
jurisdiction over all the schools in Harris County. He grew up in today’s Pelly area and in the 1860s had
attended school at the Harmony Grove church building, located near Goose Creek stream. Ashbel Smith,
physician, diplomat, official of the Republic of Texas, first President of the Board of Regents of the
University of Texas, and owner of nearby Evergreen Plantation, served as Chairman of the County

Board of School Examiners.

The school house was built and paid for by parents and friends of the 14 students between the ages of 8-

14 who were enrolled in the first class. It was a tiny wooden plank building, about 12° x 20’ in size. The
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furniture consisted of two rows of homemade benches and a teacher’s desk of crude style. A dry goods
box was used for a library. The books, mostly religious, were furnished by Cedar Bayou Methodist
Church. The first teacher in this school was Thomas Gaillard’s daughter, Linna. Classes were conducted
in the building at this location until 1884, when it was moved about a half mile north to land just behind
the existing George Washington Carver School. At some point, classes stopped but resumed in 1888
with Linna’s sister, Katie Gaillard, as the teacher. The school continued for several years under the
instruction of Stella McCracken, Annie Langford, Mamie Blackshear, Clement Appleyard, and Laura
Alden. From 1897 until after 1900 the school served as the first public school for Black children in
Goose Creek.

The influx of oil field and refinery workers and their families due to the discovery of oil drove the
student population from about 30 in 1916 to 400 in 1918 to more than 1200 in 1922. The old school
house underwent repairs and upgrades during this time and other buildings were rented and built in
which to conduct classes. In 1922 a $200,000 school bond election passed and with the opening of
several new schools in 1923, the old school house had finally outlived its usefulness and its school bell

rang for the last time.

IV. DOCUMENTATION

The Development of Education in Texas © 1925, by Frederick Eby, Ph.D., LL.D., Professor of the
History of Education, The University of Texas (The McMillan Company).
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The Story of Texas Schools © 1955, by C.E. Evans, President Emeritus, Southwest Texas State Teachers
College (The Steck Company, Austin).

The Texas Almanac for 1873, and Emigrant's Guide to Texas, book, 1873;
(texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth123778/: accessed August 25, 2018), University of North Texas
Libraries, The Portal to Texas History, texashistory.unt.edu; crediting Texas State Historical Association.

The New Encyclopedia of Texas. © 1924; 2 vols. Revised Edition edited by Ellis Arthur Davis (Texas
Historical Society.)

The History of Baytown by Margaret Swett Henson. (Bay Area Heritage Society, Baytown, Texas; 1985.)
Harris County, Texas. East of the San Jacinto River, A tapestry of local Historical Information:
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A Social History of Baytown, Texas 1912-1956 by Olga Miller Haenel. (Austin, Texas. The University
of Texas, January 1958. Thesis for Degree of Master of Arts).

Suffer the Children: A History of the Confederate Orphanage at Bayland, Harris County, Texas 1867 to
May 1918 by Trevia Wooster Beverly. (Houston, Texas: Tejas Publications & Research, 1985.)
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Tuesdays and Fridays, with the slogan, “A Landlocked Harbor Where the Ship Channel Meets the Sea.”
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Harris County Archives, 11525 Todd Street, Suite 300, Houston, TX 77055. Diane Trautman, Harris
County Commissioner Clerk, Sarah Canby Jackson, CA, http://www.cclerk.hctx.net/
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District, 4544 Interstate 10 East, Baytown, Texas 77521. 281.420.4800. Mailing Address: P.O. Box 30,
Baytown, Texas 77522. GCCISD webpage: http://www.gccisd.net/

! Sponsored by the Baytown Historical Preservation Association. 5117 North Main Street, P.O. Box 1244, Baytown, Texas
77522-1244. (281)421-2099 info@baytownhistory.org  http://www.baytownhistory.org/

2 Vice President, Baytown Historical Preservation Association, assisted by Trevia Wooster Beverly, Harris County Historical
Commission (1995- ) and Chairman of the Advisory Council for the Baytown Historical Preservation Association.
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proffered settlement, voters at a special election approved it by a margin of three to one. Handbook of Texas Online, Roger A.
Griffin, "COMPROMISE OF 1850," accessed September 16, 2018,
http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/nbc02.

4 The Special School Fund was the predecessor of the Permanent School Fund which was funded in the 1876 Constitution.
https://tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/khp01

5 The Development of Education in Texas © 1925, by Frederick Eby, Ph.D., LL.D., Professor of the History of Education, The
University of Texas (The McMillan Company). Page 151.

¢ The Development of Education in Texas © 1925, by Frederick Eby, Ph.D., LL.D., Professor of the History of Education, The
University of Texas (The McMillan Company). Page 162.

7 Handbook of Texas Online, Max Berger and Lee Wilborn, "EDUCATION," accessed September 16, 2018.
https://tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/khe01
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8 The Development of Education in Texas © 1925, by Frederick Eby, Ph.D., LL.D., Professor of the History of Education, The
University of Texas (The McMillan Company). Page 165.

® “The Constitution of 1876 is the sixth constitution by which Texas has been governed since independence from Mexico was
achieved in 1836. It was framed by the Constitutional Convention of 1875 and adopted on February 15, 1876, by a vote of
136,606 to 56,652, and it remains the basic organic law of Texas.” Handbook of Texas Online, Joe E. Ericson and Ernest
Wallace, "Constitution of 1876," accessed December 08, 2017. http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/mhc07

10<The Constitution of 1876 is the sixth constitution by which Texas has been governed since independence from Mexico
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of 136,606 to 56,652, and it remains the basic organic law of Texas.” Handbook of Texas Online, Joe E. Ericson and Ernest
Wallace, "Constitution of 1876," accessed December 08, 2017. http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/mhc07

! Anson Jones (January 20, 1798 — January 9, 1858) was a doctor, businessperson, member of Congress, and the fourth and
last President of the Republic of Texas, sometimes called the "Architect of Annexation".
https://tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fjo42

12Mary Smith Jones (1819-1907) was the last First Lady of the Republic of Texas, as wife of Anson Jones, the last president
of the Republic. She was the first president of the newly founded Daughters of the Republic of Texas in 1891.
https://tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fjo93

13 Harris County Deed Book, Volume V, Page 418, Ashbel Smith to Mary Jones. County Clerk’s Office Records, Diane
Trautman, Harris County Clerk. Appendix p 1.

14 The Houston Post. (Houston, Tex.), Vol. 23, No. 6, Ed. 1 Wednesday, January 1, 1908 Page: 10 of 15.
“Mrs. Mary Anson Jones is Dead.” Appendix page 2. https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/6753 1/metapth443369/m1/10/?q=jones

1S When John Bryan died in 1867 the last of the family property to be sold was the 25-acre homestead north of the road at the
east end of today’s Missouri Street. Harris County Deed Book, Volume 011, Page 068, Mary Ann Bryan to H. F. Gillette et al.
County Clerk’s Office Records, Diane Trautman, Harris County Clerk.

16 «“After Bryan died, ... Gillette moved the old chapel from Harmony Grove to the orphanage.” The History of Baytown by
Margaret Swett Henson. Page 57. (Bay Area Heritage Society, Baytown, Texas; 1985.)

17 When the road from Lynchburg to Shearn (today’s Cedar Bayou) was laid out the County Commissioners used the
Harmony Grove school house as a landmark. The route is states “...on the north side of Mrs Lang’s prairie field nearly direct
to the Goose Creek Crossing near Harmony Grove School House, Thence along Mrs. Anson Jones’ road to her north gate,
thence nearly direct to Shearn on Cedar Bayou.” Harris County Commissioners Court Minutes, August 19, 1861. Volume B,
Page 008. County Clerk’s Office Records, Diane Trautman, Harris County Clerk.

18 The Weekly Telegraph (Houston, Tex.), Vol. 25, No. 10, Ed. 1 Wednesday, May 25, 1859 Page: 1 of 4. “Letter from Ashbel
Smith”. https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth236043/m1/1/?q=kemp

19 The Houston Post. (Houston, Tex.), Vol. 23, Ed. 1 Monday, September 2, 1907 Page: 36 of 68. “DePelchin Faith Home,
Bayland Orphan Home”. https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth602686/m1/36/?q=preston

20 Bayland High School under C.C. Preston began its third year in 1865. The school for neighborhood children opened
shortly after the high school opened in 1863. (Endnote 15).

https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/6753 1/metapth232772/m1/4/?g=bayland

21 Telegraph and Texas Register (Houston, Tex.), Vol. 6, No. 45, Ed. 1, Wednesday, October 6, 1841 Page: 2 of 4.
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/6753 1/metapth48154/m1/2/?q=school

22 Abstracted from The New Encyclopedia of Texas. Graduate of Harvard Law School, class of 1846, who came to Goose
Creek in 1868, bringing with him some of his former slaves, and wife, Mary Martha Foster Gaillard, a native of Bolling
Green, Kentucky. Coming by boat from Natchez, Mississippi to New Orleans on the steamboat "Wild Wagon" and then went
to Morgan City [Louisiana] by railroad. From there by boat to Galveston and Hog Island [Goose Creek].

2 Goose Creek Semi Weekly Tribune, (Goose Creek, Texas), Vol 7, No 29, May 12, 1925, p5. Appendix, p 4.
2 1bid
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25US Census, 1870, Harris Co, TX, Pct. 3, ED 78. Page No. 9 (stamped pg. 492) Subdivision No. 35, enumerated 22nd day of
Sept. 1870, Post Office, Cedar Bayou, Reel 1589. https://archive.org/stream/populationschedul589unit#page/n281

26 The Houston Telegraph (Houston, Tex.), Vol. 39, No. 17, Ed. 1 Thursday, August 28, 1873 Page: 7 of 8. ”’School Districts
of Harris County”. https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/6753 1/metapth235054/m1/7/?q=%22scho0l1%20districts%22

27 The Houston Telegraph (Houston, Tex.), Vol. 39, No. 16, Ed. 1 Thursday, August 21, 1873 Page: 8 of 8. “Election
Precincts”. https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth235053/m1/8/?q=precinct

28 Gammel, Hans Peter Mareus Neilsen. The Laws of Texas, 1822-1897 Volume 8, book, 1898; Austin, Texas. accessed
August 26, 2018, University of North Texas Libraries, The Portal to Texas
History.https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth6731/m1/1043/

29 Ashbel Smith (August 13, 1805 — January 21, 1886) was a pioneer physician, diplomat and official of the Republic of
Texas, Confederate officer and first President of the Board of Regents of the University of Texas. Appendix, p 7.
https://tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fsm04

30 Director's School Record for Harris County, Prepared by O. N. Hollingsworth, Superintendent of Public Instruction.
Galveston, Texas 1876. http://www.harriscountyarchives.com/Portals/1/Documents/Pathfinders/SchoolrecordsPt1.pdf
http://www.harriscountyarchives.com/Portals/1/Documents/Pathfinders/SchoolrecordsPt2.pdf
http://www.harriscountyarchives.com/Portals/1/Documents/Pathfinders/SchoolrecordsPt3.pdf

31 Jones, Mary Smith (1819-1907). Letter from Mary Jones to Cromwell Anson Jones, October 28, 1875 - Page 1. October 28,
1875. Special Collections, University of Houston Libraries. University of Houston Digital Library. Web. September 5, 2017.
http://digital.lib.uh.edu/collection/p15195coll9/item/313/show/311

32 Jones, Mary Smith (1819-1907). Letter from Mary Jones to Cromwell Anson Jones, October 28, 1875 - Page 2. October 28,
1875. Special Collections, University of Houston Libraries. University of Houston Digital Library. Web. September 5, 2017.
This reply is on the reverse side of end note 31. http://digital.lib.uh.edu/collection/p15195coll9/item/3 13/show/312

3 Although the School land deed was filed May 4, 1880 the Date if Instrument was January 18, 1879, two days before the
Date of Instrument of the deed selling the rest of her land to David Wiggins. The Wiggins deed mentions the school land and
the existence of the school in 1876, as well as her comment to her son that she “thought he had already filed it” indicates her
intention of donating the land in 1876.

34 Harris County Deed Book, Vol 20, page 482, Mary Jones to C.A. Jones. County Clerk’s Office Records, Diane Trautman,
Harris County Clerk.

35 Director's School Record for Harris County, Prepared by O. N. Hollingsworth, Superintendent of Public Instruction.
Galveston, Texas 1876. Appendix, p 9.
http://www.harriscountyarchives.com/Portals/1/Documents/Pathfinders/SchoolrecordsPt2.pdf

3Director's School Record for Harris County, Prepared by O. N. Hollingsworth, Superintendent of Public Instruction.
Galveston, Texas 1876. Circular No. 2.
http://www.harriscountyarchives.com/Portals/1/Documents/Pathfinders/SchoolrecordsPt3.pdf

37 In 1866 Gillette was one of a group of men who met in Houston and laid plans for establishing an orphans' home. When,
on January 15, 1867, the board of trustees was organized, he was elected superintendent of Bayland Orphans' Home, which
he served as manager for fifteen years. After severing his connection with the institution, Gillette spent his declining days at
Bell Prairie, where he died on April 25, 1896. https://tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fgi29

38 Jones, Mary Smith (1819-1907). Letter from Mary Jones to Cromwell Anson Jones, October 28, 1875 - Page 1. October 28,
1875. Special Collections, University of Houston Libraries. University of Houston Digital Library. Web. September 5, 2017.

39 Director's School Record for Harris County, Prepared by O. N. Hollingsworth, Superintendent of Public Instruction.
Galveston, Texas 1876. http://www.harriscountyarchives.com/Portals/1/Documents/Pathfinders/SchoolrecordsPt2.pdf

40 Handbook of Texas Online, Ralph W. Steen, "CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION OF 1875," accessed September 28,
2018. http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/mjc05
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4 Gammel, Hans Peter Mareus Neilsen. The Laws of Texas, 1822-1897 Volume 8, Page: 1,045, book, 1898; Austin, Texas.
(texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/6753 1/metapth6731/m1/1046/: accessed February 28, 2019), University of North Texas Libraries,
The Portal to Texas History, texashistory.unt.edu; .

4 “Goose Creek School House.” 29°43.731°N and 94°58.274’W. Google Earth. Imagery Date: Dec 31, 1943. Accessed
November 12, 2017. Appendix, p26.

43 The Baytown Sun (Baytown, Tex.), Vol. 45, No. 217, Ed. 1 Monday, March 4, 1968 Page: 6 of 15. “Area’s Early Day
Schools,” by Mrs. Bonnie Hazel Martin. https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/6753 1/metapth1062103/m1/6/

4 Goose Creek Semi Weekly Tribune, (Goose Creek, Texas), Vol 7, No 29, May 12, 1925, p5. Appendix, p 4.

4 Director's School Record for Harris County, Prepared by O. N. Hollingsworth, Superintendent of Public Instruction.
Galveston, Texas 1876. Appendix, p 8.
http://www.harriscountyarchives.com/Portals/1/Documents/Pathfinders/SchoolrecordsPt1.pdf

46 US Census, 1880, Harris Co, TX, ED 78. Page No. 20. enumerated 9th day of Jun. 1880, Post Office, Lynchburg, Reel
1309. https://archive.org/stream/10thcensus1309unit#page/n257

4T Unpublished Memoirs of Dorris Isenhour Peterson (1882-1979); being edited for publication by the Baytown Historical
Preservation Association.

48 Goose Creek Semi Weekly Tribune, (Goose Creek, Texas), Vol 7, No 29, May 12, 1925, p5. United States Geological
Survey, 1920, Morgan Point Quadrangle Map USGS Quadrangle map, Texas (Harris County).
http://historicalmaps.arcgis.com/usgs/United States Geological Survey, 1920, Morgan Point Quadrangle Map SGS
Quadrangle map, Texas (Harris County). http://historicalmaps.arcgis.com/usgs/

4 School Ledger, Harris County School Records 1889-1894, Location 1030-A-03. School Ledger, Harris County School
Records 1894-1895, Location 1030-A-03. Appendix, pp 14-16.
http://www.harriscountyarchives.com/Portals/1/Documents/Pathfinders/Pathfinder_Schools.pdf

50 The Houston Daily Post. (Houston, Tex.), Vol. 13th year, No. 224, Ed. 1, Sunday, November 14, 1897 Page: 25, Col 6.
“Letter from Katie Scoregga, Cedar Bayou Post Office”.
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth84336/m1/25/?2q=%22cedar%20bayou %22

3! Harris County Deed Book, Volume 68, Page 449, David Wiggins to Jesse Knowlton. County Clerk’s Office Records, Diane
Trautman, Harris County Clerk. Appendix p 1.

52 Harris County Deed Book, Volume 63, Page 389, Jesse Knowlton to Ephraim Taylor. County Clerk’s Office Records,
Diane Trautman, Harris County Clerk.

33 The School Act of 1884 provided for three white school trustees and three colored school trustees elected for the
management and control of their respective schools. The colored schools were to be established “upon the written application
of ten colored residents of said district having one or more children within the scholastic age”. Gammel, Hans Peter Mareus
Neilsen. The Laws of Texas, 1822-1897 Volume 9, Page: 583, book, 1898; Austin, Texas.
(texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth6729/m1/585/?q=%22colored%20trustees%22: accessed February 28, 2019),
University of North Texas Libraries, The Portal to Texas History, texashistory.unt.edu; .

4 The Galveston Daily News. (Galveston, Tex.), Vol. 56, No. 83, Ed. 1 Tuesday, June 15, 1897 Page 3 of 8. Harris County
Commissioners Court Minutes”. https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth442289/m1/3/?q=eph-+taylor

35 The Houston Post. (Houston, Tex.), Vol. 23, Ed. 1 Sunday, October 13, 1907 Page: 57, Col 4. Letter from a Texan Hap in
Goose Creek, Cedar Bayou Post Office. https:/texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/6753 1/metapth602576/m1/57/?q=cedar%20bayou

%6 Harris County Commissioners Court Minutes, Tuesday, June 14, 1898, Volume H, Page 513. County Clerk’s Office
Records, Diane Trautman, Harris County Clerk.

S7US Census, 1900, Harris Co, TX, Pct. 3, ED 97. Sheet No 3, enumerated 5th day of June 1900, Reel 1642.
https://archive.org/details/12thcensusofpopul 642unit/page/n1051

8 Harris County Deed Book, Volume 167, Page 188, Ephraim Smith to Will Powars. County Clerk’s Office Records, Diane
Trautman, Harris County Clerk.
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9 The Houston Post. (Houston, Tex.), Vol. 20, No. 165, Ed. 1 Friday, September 16, 1904 Page: 5 of 12. County School
Teachers. https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/6753 1/metapth602814/m1/5/?q=%22County%20schools%22

%0 Harris County Commissioners Court Minutes, Monday, April 10, 1905, Volume M, Page 162. County Clerk’s Office
Records, Diane Trautman, Harris County Clerk.

6! The Houston Post. (Houston, Tex.), Vol. 20, No. 8, Ed. 1 Wednesday, April 13, 1904 Page 4 of 12. School Trustee Elections.
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/6753 1/metapth602922/m1/4/?q=%22school%20trustee%22%?20elections

2 US Census, 1910, Harris Co, TX, Pct. 3, ED 112. Sheet No 15B, enumerated 6th day of May 1910.

63 The first Colored school in Goose Creek ISD was “the Old Anderson School” which opened in 1921 with Tilly Brown as a
teacher. The GCISD Minutes books show no Colored teachers employed by GCISD in 1919 or 1920. The 1920 census shows
several black children in the neighborhood to have attended school within the year, but all those families rented and were
employed in the oil drilling business, a highly transient population. The July 20, 1920 GCISD Minutes show that the Board
approved renting and repairing the Anderson Grocery Store for school purposes. The Dec 22, 1920 GCISD Minutes has an
entry approving payment for labor on the Colored School and the Sept 1, 1921 GCISD Board Minutes confirms Tillie Brown
employed as a teacher.

The Baytown Sun (Baytown, Tex.), Vol. 33, No. 99, Ed. 1 Monday, September 29, 1952 Page 46 of 96. “Davis is Principle of
Colored Schools”. https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth1041805/m1/46/?g=colored%20unit

% The Baytown Sun (Baytown, Tex.), Vol. 53, No. 197, Ed. 1 Sunday, June 1, 1975 Page: 1 of 20. “First City Teacher Recalls
How it was in 1911”. https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth1104545/m1/1/?q=alice

65 The Houston Post. (Houston, Tex.), Vol. 31, No. 170, Ed. 1 Thursday, September 21, 1916 Page: 9 of 16. “School Officials
are Up a Tree”. https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/6753 1/metapth610176/m1/9/?q=attendance

% The Houston Post. (Houston, Tex.), Vol. 31, No. 171, Ed. 1 Friday, September 22, 1916 Page: 14. “Portable School
Building Annex”. https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/6753 1/metapth608381/m1/14/?q=portable

67 United States Geological Survey, 1920, Morgan Point Quadrangle Map USGS Quadrangle map, Texas (Harris County).
From the 1916 survey. http://historicalmaps.arcgis.com/usgs/

% The Houston Post. (Houston, Tex.), Vol. 31, No. 313, Ed. 1 Sunday, February 11, 1917 Page: 10 of 50. Big Gasser Gave
Kiddies Vacation”. https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth609133/m1/10/?q=gasser

% The Houston Post. (Houston, Tex.), Vol. 34, No. 171, Ed. 1 Sunday, September 22, 1918 Page: 38 of 55. “Heavy Enrolment
at Goose Creek School”. https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth608144/m1/38/?q=goose%20creek

70 Goose Creek ISD, Minutes of the School Board Meetings, 1919-1920, August 15, 1919.
7 Goose Creek I1SD, Minutes of the School Board Meetings, 1919-1920, October 29, 1920.

2 Grammar schools were established in an old blacksmith shop at Evergreen in 1919, at Anderson’s Grocery Store (Middle
Town) in Jul, 1920, at Faulkner Building (Middle Town), at Derrick Store Oct 29, 1920, and the Methodist Church (Middle
Town) July 18, 1921. A two-room school house was also approved for Middle Town in Jul, 1921. Goose Creek I1SD, Minutes
of the School Board Meetings, 1919-1920, see dates as listed.

73 Goose Creek Gasser. Goose Creek Texas, September 10, 1921, Volume 3, Number 32, page 1.

" A 6-room former oil field bunkhouse was donated by Ross Sterling and converted to use as a school. It came to be known
as “The Old Barn” and was located at the corner of Commerce and Sterling Streets in present day Baytown. “Five grades
were still meeting in “the barn” during the 1922-23 school year while they were waiting for the completion of the new Anson
Jones Elementary School. Teachers were Miss Virginia Cook, Miss Edna DeWitt, and Mrs. Smith for the first grade; Miss
Mary L. Stewart and Miss Fannie Terrell, second, Mrs. J. F. Crawford and Miss Nan Webb, third, Misses Irene Brooks, Susan
Dobbs, and John Edna Palmer for the fourth grade, and Miss Elizabeth Martin, Mr. Finis Lowe, and Mr. Long for the fifth
grades. Later, in 1922, teachers were required to be “At least twenty years old, no bobbed hair, and a first-class certificate.”
Reading, ‘riting, ‘rithmetic ... A Brief History of Education in Harris County, Texas; 2015 MSS. By Trevia Wooster Beverly.

75 Goose Creek Gasser. Goose Creek Texas, September 10, 1921, Volume 3, Number 32, page 1
6 Goose Creek ISD, Minutes of the School Board Meetings, 1919-1922, September 1, 1921.
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7 The Houston Post (Houston, Tex.), Vol. 40, No. 12, Ed. 1 Wednesday, April 16, 1924 Page: 1. “New School Head is Native
Texan”.

https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/6753 1/metapth609469/m1/1/?2q=%22go0se%20creeck%20independent%20school%20district
%22

8 Goose Creek 1SD, Minutes of the School Board Meetings, 1919-1922, February 8, 1922.

7 “Goose Creek School House.” 29°43'43.92"N and 94°58'16.26"W. HistoricAerials. 1966. Accessed Aug 27, 2018.
https://www.historicaerials.com/viewer

80 Childhood memories of Chuck Chandler and George Edwards.

8! Harris County Commissioners Court Minutes Book, Vol O, page 126, February 13, 1908.
82 Harris County to GCISD, 1926, Harris County, Texas Deed Book Vol 676, p693 et seq. Appendix, p 20-21.
8 GCISD to Tyrell-Garth Investment Co, 1928, Harris County, Texas Deed Book Vol 773, p460 et seq.

8 Tyrell-Garth Investment Co to B. Hunter, 1931, Harris County, Texas. Harris County Deed Book, Volume V, Page 418,
Ashbel Smith to Mary Jones. County Clerk’s Office Records, Diane Trautman, Harris County Clerk. Book Vol 855, p219 et
seq. Appendix, p 22-25.

85 Appendix, p 27-28.

864544 Interstate 10 East, Baytown, Texas 77521. 281.420.4800. Mailing Address: P.O. Box 30, Baytown, Texas 77522.
GCCISD webpage: http://www.gccisd.net/

87 Goose Creek Consolidated Independent School District, Wikipedia (accessed December 9, 2017.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Goose Creek Consolidated Independent School District
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V. APPENDIX

In January, 1858, Dr. Jones died, and on
January 29 of the same year, just fifteen
years after moving to the farm in Washing-
won couwnwy, his widow and ner four chiidren
moved to Galveston, where they lived nearly
one year. In December, 1588, they moved to
a farm in Harris county situated on Goose
creek, about ten miles from Lynchburg.
From here the eldest children were seni to
school in Galveston until the beginning of the
civil war in 1861, when a school was estab-
lished at a short distance by Mr. and Mrs.
hemp, who were in turn succeeded by Mr.
FPreston, who had a flourishing school there
for some Years.

The Houston Post. (Houston, Tex.), Vol. 23, No. 6, Ed. 1, January 1, 1908 Page: 10

. ~o Do

§e5=We learn from our friend Dr Smith
that a new post office has been established
at Hageman’s Landing, named Baytown.
The crops of that section are ;ery promis-
ing. A school under charge of Mr and Mrs
Kemp is to be opened inthat neighborhood.
There are pupils enough there to make a
fudl school.

4580

The Weekly Telegraph (Houston, Tex.), Vol. 25, No. 10, Ed. 1, May 25, 1859 Page: 1
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ary.
+44

Bayland Orphans’ Home,

Bayland Orphans’ home, for the care ang
education of orphan children. Is s tua ed
in the northern edge of the city lmi:
While the bulldings are not fine they
commodinus and comfortable. The hoine
owns about thirty-four acres of grounl
which are planted in fruit trees. ‘vegetabi.s
etc.

The boys are required to assist in the wrk
of the farm, outside of school hours, and 1!
girls are taught to sew and do housevwurs

There (s a well conducted school <1 tre
place where the children have all t'.
vantages of the clity school system [
full term.

1+ was during the war between the 8'yr s
that Mr. John&. Bryan of Bayland bioogt
Rev. C. C. Preston from Lou!slana as .

rivate tutor to children, but suon e

ATe

me teacher for all the children In tiat
dll‘}rlct. using the Harmeny Grove s-h .|
and church building for the purpose. Heinz

a man of tenderest feeling and leading a
life so closely allied to that of the childr.
his thoughts were oonstantly with the . )
dren of the community who had been m e
orphans by the war, and so he concelved v/~
idea of founding an orphan asylum.

The home was started as an orphanage for
the children of the Confederate dead. privite
individuals giving tracts of land and ot «r
property for the endowment of the Instit -
tion. In 1866 Mr, Preston presented a p-ii-

—————————— —————

tion to the legislature asking for a cliit.r
to Incorporate the home, calling It “B. .

tand Grphans’ ome,” and the act was
rulod. naming as trustees Hon. W. P HK.l-
lnrr of Galveston, Dr. J. 8. Bryan of Hous-
ton, Colonel 8 h nson 3f razoria coun-
Ity, H. F. Glllette of Bayland, John T. Brady,
'(rolonol Ashbel 8mith of Kvergreen and
Colo T. H. Merriman of Galveston.

In the home was removed to Houston
and its charter renewed for a term bf firty

rs.
’,- early as 1856 lands were set aside b
the Btate lo& an orpnl:‘ln “Xlum' and in 18
f s ha

a part o ese la heen given to
the EBayland hxmo. The sale of part of
the lands and donatiens from Houston en-
abled the trustees to buy a thirty-five-acre
tract ool and twau.d A R s north of
the coort hcuse, fur wi o e v pasd $lo.uld,
and 4 laree  alry L w 1 M ) WL
Fooua ass tnd Do proast <aper iemd-
' }o-lams doegim a2 1 ds matron,
w.t! NATAar ter.sll gepoys <.ty wo sl reoeive

Voo w! * h s 1F M S ey et
Vire. fow: WaRts; cact, etk 9 remoa nder
5} 1t Rith U« lmity e

Lide the | « caatalgn Heorstan and
Har s coun? | § PR L ~huat
t re Inn 1t MBI al { n oult-
LR E : I\ B \s> otler
of "y 1, F@OVeri S res of ¢ ' he
oLlside have bheer it foor in i

Uhe atel o IELEtMe R I8 CO e N R
M. Har oresdlen Jo0N Laea - ATY
R B Raer 1M RKaen, With . stian,
Lo W rartt soph F Moo

The Houston Post. (Houston, Tex.), Vol. 23, Ed. 1 Monday, September 2, 1907 Page: 36
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---.ayml-Wmewg.lsly

vunuﬂli» wmmmns AT GOOSE CREFK., TEXAS, A LANDLOCKED M m
GOOSE CREEK, TEXAS, TUESDAY, MA' ;

by the Confederate troops gar-
rhmm.d Lhere dunng the war,

| was'on ar near the Anson |raised among
|Jones home':qhﬂ is today'a Ml
{of the Goose Creek sehoo!. lar
Here the sehool
about ten years or unta
ing of the nineties. The locailion
Wwas again changed in order that
the building might be more cen-
trally located, and this time it
was moved to the D. A, Wiggins
tract of land. Mr, Wiggins of-
fered to donate two acres of land
for the building to be erected on
but for some reason or other he
never did yet there were no more
chifnges made until recent years.
The old building erectad here
served as the school until oil de-
velopments began to bring more
people here. Just a little to the
west of the rodeo grounds today
is seen a small frame hoise and
this house is the old school build-
ing,
. The first house to be used in
the later years was down on the
bay about 1913 or 1914, Shal-
low oil had brought several fami-
lies who had settled along the
bay. A small frame building
was erected there and used for
a while.
| Goose Creek Independent
School District was formerly a
part of the Cedar Bayou district,
but about 1918 there were
enough people in Goose Creek to
justify a division of the old dis-

vision was made in the docu-
ment for & public school system.
President Lamar, the author of
the statement, “Cultivated mind
i the guardian geniug of demo-
cracy—, It is the only dictator
that freemen acknowledge and
the only security freemen de-
sire,” was responsible more
than any other for the early
schools in Texas. He saw to it|a state of confusion. Goose
that the congress of the republic|Creek and the surrounding ter-
set aside thousandg of acres of ritory suffered with the rest of
land in each county for schools.|Texas. It seems to have been
after the Civil War had closed be-
fore a school was taught in this
section,

About 1868 or 1869, Miss Lin-
na E. Gailliard taught the first
this

tiﬁauotcluusmmeudnBa- J
you school, it was necessary for|:

is
the ninth grade to rely upon exhibi
strict organization for their suc- t has 0 tar, made & 2

€88 in leading the other woxthy :m‘llt o O:mm ;r hnt::
fclluassestohizherplmesoammmm . We ful-

ness, X building.
| The Class officers were dmmxmtﬂgm
ed as follows: President, Roy standpoint of art iation, if
Donnelly, Vice President, Nina .tmmmm
I.lfre Sec-treas., Lorraine Jack- You people who missed it, miss-
ed something very educational
and worth while.

If the school can progress and
make steps in advance for high-
er plans of service rendering,
with out the support of all the
parents, and people of the com-
munity, think if you can, the
wonder success which could be
accomplished, if we had the loyal
support of every individual of
the community. “May we have
yours ?"—Contributed.

INg e - ted just
west of the depnt \[n Grant,
now postmaster, was the first
principal and ghe served in this
capacity until Mr. Crawford was
elected,

Next year the Parent-Teach-
ers Association raised money and
built four additional rooms to
this frame building. Conditions
demanded more room and a
building wag rented in Pelly and 5
later even the Y. M. C. A. build-
ing was used.

Mr, Crawford wag elected su-
perintendent and realizing like
many others, that - something
must be done, he set to work to
carry through a plan which was
to remedy the tervible situation.
It was largely through his ef-
forts that the campaign for a
greater sehool was successfully
carried througl. The first bond
issue voted wag for $250,000.00
but the attorney general refused
to sanction it because it covered
a greater percentage of the
taxes than was allowed by law,
he claimed. The second issue vot~
ed was also too Irage but the
third, for $200,000 was accepted
and work was soon started. Be-

T COINGRAM
Supt, of Schools

South again threw things into

Chsseolors were also adopted.
Those chosen for this purpose
were, gold and white,

The flower chosen wag the car-
nation, because of its delicacy
and beauty.

A neat little class pen was or-
dered for each member of the
class,

Progress even with this as-
sistance was very slow but with
the blessings of statehood the
schools of Texas were just begin-
ning to develop when the strife
between the

i

North and the school ever conducted in

The school for the past week
has enjoyed a very interesting
art exhibit. This has been con-
ducted by the members of the

Goose Creek Undertaking Co.

AMBULANCE SERVICE—DAY OR NIGHT

R. B. Zierlein

Phone No, 1, Any time

Several hundred boys and girls| M, J. o Ingram is just :m-.wm )
eal their lunch here at cost. The|ishing his-second year 3

d au- |seience, and literature also files
| ditoritim seating nm hundred {of periodicals. Every little bit u consists of sandwiches, one mmma\
hot dish, fruits, candies and ice| vear as

‘ mﬁm Mmpg mdulmlmm
W“‘j‘ | .&N i rveference, |cream. This year the cafeteria|schools,

enty> |ing good books, works of history,

is being operated under the man- direwm
¢| Up to the session of 1928-24,|the
the Goose schools had |year

A :
; extremenly large) |
style of architecture, 'l'he B aﬁu&e and very small{ |

t

‘town building containg four well| -

i room.nlsonofﬁee
::dmmom even liss rooms. There is al-

Largest of all the buildings,' '° a combined puditorium and
is the grammar school. This Study hall and adjoining this
structure howses almost a tl'mu-“"""':l is the library, The build-

ing

4ot

the office of the
ipnncnpal. a room for the board
jof  directors and the super-
intendent's office. Eleven teach-
fers and the principal run this
! plant.

The science department is just
about the best equipped depart-
!ment of the high school. It con-
|tains about $5,000.00 worth of
lequipment and is surpassed by
’few if any high school labora-
tories in the state. Closely on
the heels of the science depart-
ment iz the home economies di-
vision which is also well equip-
ped. The commercial depart-
ment runs the other twe svet

things to be “seen after that
equipment for the playgrounds
has been almost wholly neglect-
ed. The primary children have
no equipment whatever, but
there are several basket ball
courts and a volley ball court, and
this spring three tennis courts
have been made. Things have
become more settled now and
plans are being made to start
early In the future to provide for
some sort of amusement for al
of the boys and girls,

The two smaller buildings are
heated by coal stoves, but the
two larger buildings, high school
and grammar school are heated
by steam from a central plant,
The system used ig the Kewanee
Electric Heating system. The
plant burns erude oil for fuel
and is fed automatically by elec

a close third, There are in the
neighborhood of a thousand vol-
umes in the high school library
representing an expenditure of
$1500.00. This is one part that
the entire community could help

trically controlled system.

A modern school eafeteria is
operated by the Parent-Teachers
association on the high school-
grammay schools campus, This
plant and equipment represents

enlarge in a great way by donat-

an expenditure of about $2500.

senior ¢lasses, but this condition
is growing better each year. Last
year twelve or thirteen boys and
girls were in the graduating
class, This year about sixteen
will graduate and there ig a class
of about forty following them
for the honors next year,

R. J. ALSUP

Principal, Grammar School

Uneeda Hotel

MODERN

Reasonable Rates for
Room and Board

PELLY, TEXAS

W. C. Mayfield, Proprietor
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1 School Digtricts of Harris County.

The Board «:f scuocl Threctors bave
passed reesluiiois, « viding the
Connty of Harile iuto teu School Dis-
tricta, as follows :

Rasolved, That in comphance with
Section 14 of ithe. new School Law,
passed May 22, 1873, this County be
divided into ten School Districts,
' boooded as follows: -

First District—All of Third Ward,
City of Houston.

Second ' District—All of Fourth
Ward, south of Buffalo Bayou.

Third District—All of Fourth Ward,

north of Boffalo Bayou.

city of Houston.
Fifth District—All of Fifth Ward.
City of Heuston. :
Sixth District—All  of
Ward, City of Houston. -
Seventh District—Juastice’s Precinet
No. 2.
NEughf.h District— Justice's Preemet
0.3
* Ninth D:atrich—J natlca’a Precmct
No g7 =3
Tpnih DmtrieB—-Jnuiaa‘a ‘Precinet
Hg 5.

Second

i R

— e I

Fourth Dietrict —All of Firet Ward, |

r

f mmo:ermxcrno. 8 (s.s.a88EIP. )*

| San Jacioto river, at Lyncbbutg-'
| thence -

| river to
| {Bayland ); thence up said creek to;

|Ro e s

| bayoa to its mouth, and down Baf-

Election Precinot No 1, beginaat

wa. the. chaonnel . of said.
e mouth of ‘Goose Craek |

o g et

way; thence up sdid toad to Oar- )
penta#n Bayoun; thense dowh” said!

(L) The Houston Telegraph (Houston, Tex.), Vol. 39, No. 17, Ed. 1, August 28, 1873 Page: 7

(R) The Houston Telegraph (Houston, Tex.), Vol. 39, No. 16, Ed. 1, August 21, 1873 Page: 8
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s County,

BTATE OF TEXASB,

DESIGNED TO ESTABLISH

A UNIFORM METHOD OF KEEPING THE RECORDS OF
| THIS COUNTY,

AS REQUIRED BY THE CONSTITUTION,.

O. N. HOLLINGSWORTH,

Superintendent of Public Instruction.

-

GALVESTON, TEXAS
PR, P e & L e .
“News” Book and Job Printing Establishmendt.
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School District,

___Couniy.

Description and Boundary of this
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Jones, Mary Smith (1819-1907). Letter from Mary Jones to Cromwell Anson Jones, October 28,
1875 - Page 1&2. October 28, 1875. Special Collections, University of Houston Libraries.
University of Houston Digital Library. Web. September 5, 2017.
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United States Geological Survey, 1920, Morgan Point Quadrangle Map SGS Quadrangle map,
Texas,
Map data was based on the 1916 survey. Note the 1886 location of the schoolhouse.
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School Ledger, Harris County School Records 1889-1894, Location 1030-A-03
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School Ledger, Harris County School Records 1889-1894, Location 1030-A-03
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School Ledger, Harris County School Records 1889-1894, Location 1030-A-03
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SCHOOL OFFICIALS
ARE “UP A TREE"

Goose Creel; District Presents Some
Novel Questions.

Attendance Increased 200 Per Cent,
Building Is Too Small and Lone
Teacher Can't Find Board- |

ing House. ’

|

School oftictals of school district No. 15
are “up a tree’” regarding the Goose Creck
school. There ure too many pupils :md.
too little moned for the school. '

Last vear the lighest attendance at lho'

I

Goose Ureel school was 20, only one
teather was cmiployed, of course, and she
was paid 350 a nionth,

When the school census was taken 1t

HARD TO FIND
A BOARDING HOUSE,

To muke matters worse, it was ahinost
fmpossible to tind a boarding place for

Misa Lazenby. Owing to the influx of
people and the feverish anxlety of those
already there to strike oil, there are no
boarding houses. Last year the teacher
had no difficulty in finding a place to
board. Evervbody wanted her.

This vear, though, it seemed that no
one wanted her because they had other
things to Jdo or because they were already
filled to 'the overflowing with boarders.
From house to house went John M. Ed-

gore, secretary of the board of trustees!
of district 15, trying to find a place for |
Miss Lazenby. Finally, one family con-
sented to take her until they found an- !
other place. |

el \
NECESSARY FOR CHILDREN ‘
TO GO TO CEDAR BAYOQU SCHOOL. ‘

Mr. Kilgore sald that some of the chil-
drewf of the Goose Creek territory have
already started to the Cedar Bayou school,
four miles distant, on account of theglack
of accommodations at home. Most of the
new children at Goose Creek have moved
from Humble, where there is school money
for them, but they can not take it with
them to Goose Creek. Furthermore, they

cali not go back there to take advantage
of it.

was found that ouly half of the u'h'ilyliil!“tl'\:i Strange to relate, though, County

of schoul ag: were 'i“il“““"“‘ 'Y | School Superintendent Lyle says that
should have 1\"‘l-l| o, .i‘lll. the census u-lbl there is no noticeable falling off )n the
put down at toat .llp;\lll- ; ‘wo | school attendance at Humble. i

When the school- opened Monday, Miss The trustees of district 15 are tryin®

Cora Lazenhv, the teacher, rat at her| ., fng some plan to remedy school con-

Aexk and Wr'l""'!!“f'::_ "“‘}1{"“]"” s"'"-""“"f'\:} ditions. Mr. Kilgore called on Superin-
at the Goose '.“'.‘\ Nv ‘f’“{) T‘“’[‘;‘ l‘“‘"\ 41 tendent Lyle Wednesday afternoon and
G0 per cent increase over the school celi- | the syperintendent promised to assist

sus for that scheol and just exactly 200
pergent increase over the attendance last
yvear.

them in finding some kind of relief, al-
though, he confesses, he is at a loss as to'
where to go to find it. :

The Houston Post. (Houston, Tex.), Vol. 31, No. 170, Ed. 1, September 21, 1916 Page: 9

1876 Goose Creek School
© Chuck Chandler
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- memas sy

Heavy En llm t tGoon
wcﬁkse?o:l

The Goose Croek 80hodl has opened wlth@
an enrollment of 400. At prount
school is badly congested, but four n
b;roc:mh are being added on-which w ‘g
ng rushed and when muhud%
: -ml mul u nllm the tion, &

of domestie 4t

mﬁm’. '.!'

— o ww

B ey
.\ K;;"""’A“* ‘ ""'f YT."
' A th

The Houston Post. (Houston, Tex.), Vol. 34, No. 171, Ed. 1, September 22, 1918 Page: 38
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t| Prof. J. F. Crawford an-|
s | nounces that school will begin
tllmday.ﬂephmberlﬁ.unduh

that all children bring their re-
]portellﬂl. He also states that
’allehildron up to and including
ltbefourthmde will be required
‘to g0 to the nearest school to
Itlmi:- homes, Middle Town

children above the fourth grade
' | will attend the New Town school.

The Tth grade and high school
t will at the Y. M. C. A, building.

Goose Creek Gasser. Goose Creek Texas, September 10, 1921, Volume 3, Number 32, page 1

1876 Goose Creek School

© Chuck Chandler

Harris County Historical Commission

August 24, 2018
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All Or Parts 01 The Test On This Pegs
War Nat ctnrlﬁ‘buibll For Satisfactery
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records of Harria County, f&xaﬂ. end being the same property conveyed by Mrs, ‘R. Z. Myriok,
of Harris County, Texas, unto the g8ald 4. -E. Duwson and reoorded in Vol. 649, page 424, Deed
Records of Harris County, Toxas, and bheing dated April 5th 1925.

To have and to hold the above desoribed premises, together With ali and singular the rights.
and sppurtenances thareto in enywise halonging, unto the 8aid Robert Henry Morris, his heirs
and assigns forever, and I dc hereby bind myself, my heira, execubors and administrators, to
Warrant and forever dafend, all and aingular the said premiaes unto the safd Robert Henxry

Morris, his heirs and casdigna, -against every person ‘whomeoever -lawfully claiming or to

¢laim the same or any part thersof, N Exoep} ‘Taxes for 1926
Which are assumed by the phrchgger. But it is expregsly agreed aﬁd stipnlated that

the Yandorfs Lien 18 retained agaipat the above demoribed property, premises ‘and improve-
manﬁa, uniil the above described note, and ell interest therecn, sare fully Paid ‘secording to
itq face and tenor.effaof and reading, when thisldagd ghall become absolute.
Witness my hand at Houston this 20 day of July £. D. 1926,

) ‘ : o £. E: Dawson
The State of Texas, county of Harria. Before me, Ev' N, Mills, Notary Puhlia
in and for Harris County, Texas, on this day personally appearad A. E Dawson,_knowa to me
to be the perion whose nems is enbseribed to the foregoing instrument and aclnowledged to
me that ha exeouted the same for the purposes and consideration therein expressed
Given under my hand end seal of office this 20 day_of July &,D. 1926,

. [ ) A
E. ¥. ¥ills, Wotary Public in and for Harrie County,Texad, -(Seal)

Filed for mmeo JDeo(l,lgﬁﬁ at 8.10 o'élohk A.M. Recordad Dec.},1926 at 2,556 o'clock P.M,
'.mm.luk Gounty Court Harris County,Teikes .-&Cﬁ%’enuty

No. 262868 ,
Harris County,Texes,By Gounty -Judge. ’ To g B.C.Morgan,et al,Trs..

Dead,
The State of Texas, County of Harris, - Know all men by these presaenta,
That I, Norman Atkinson, County Judge of Harris County, Texss, pursuant tg an order of the
commiaéioners' Court of Bﬁrris-county; Tezas, and by authority vested in me aavﬁounty'audga
of said County, for And in consideration of one (§1.00) dollar and other good and valuable
considerations, to me in hand paid;_the receipt of which is hereby acknowledged, have
granted, sold and eonveyed and by these presents do grant, sell and convey unto B..c. Morygan
. A Jordan . Y. Harvay, N. D¢ Stiles and Dr. F. L. Robbina the Board of Trustees of the
Goosa Creek Indapendent School Distritt, end to their succeseors in office forever, the
following desoxribed plot or parcel of land, lying and being situated in Harris County, Texas,
to wit: ) One and one-half (1-1/2) acres of land out of the
fﬁeadqnartera Survey" which i3 a part of a league originally granted to Harvey Whiting,
aituated on the waters of Goose Cresk, a tritutary of San facinto Bay, and being about 28
miles eastwardly from the c1fy of Houston, in Harris County, Texas, described by mates and
bounds amd follows: ] ﬁaginning at the N, E. cormer of 112 acres previoualy
g8old to Thomas Chubb and now owned by Mrs. Frank; thence 8. 73 W. 66 varas slong Mrs,
Prank's north, line to a dtaga; thance N, 22 E. 164 varas to o stake; thenca N. 73 B.
66 ‘varag to a stake in the eant line of the anvey ﬁhiting ?eague and on the weat linq.of
the Svott League; " thence 5, B2 W, 164 varas along the Scott and Whiting 1line to the
place of beginning. ‘ ' " Dhe lsnd herein convayed being the same
land conveyad hy deed from Mary Jonas foﬁC..ﬁnaon Jopes, County Judge of-Harris County,

Texas, and to his successors In offfce, dated January 18th, 1879, said desed being recorded

Clerk’s Notes—Art. 4606
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in volume 20, pages 481-8E of the Doed Records of Harria Gounty, Teoxas,
Mo have and %o hold the sbove desorihed premiges, togsther with all and singular the rights

and -gppurtenences thereto in anywlise belonging, unto the 3a1d B, ¢, Morgan, %. k. Jordan,

_®. Y. Harvey, N, B. Stiles gnd Dr. F. L. Robhinas, the Board of Trustees of the Qoose Graek

I’ndit_apénflent School Distriot, and to thelir suoccessors in office, as aforasaid, forever, in
trust for the ase and benefit:of the Public Pree Schools. .
Witness my hand et Houston, Texae, this the 25 dﬁy of Ootober 4,D. 1926,

Norman Atkinson, as Gounty Judge, Hsrris Gounty, Texas,_
The State of Texas, OCounty of Harris. ] Before ma, a Iiotary Fublic in and
for Harrlia County, Texas, on this day ‘porsonally eppeared Norman Atkinsgn, Gounty Judge of
Harris c_éu_nty, Texsas, knlowAn to me to be the person .whose name is subsoribed to the foregoing
instrumant, and acknowladged to me that he &xecutbed I:he sama for the purposes and consideration
therein expressed and in the oamaci,ty thersin astated.
Given under my hend snd seal of office, this the 25 day of OQtaber A D. 1926,

P. W, Waechter, Notazy Public in and fox Harris county, Texas, ({Seall

Filad for reeord Pea,l, 1926 at 8.10 o'eclock A.M, Recorded Deo 1, 1926 at 3,30 0 'alogk P.M.
Clexk ﬁounty Gourt,Harris County,Toxes By 75'7 ﬁ/}%ﬁaputy |

e ——————— Ommmmema——————————
Fo. 242869

The Clty of Houston,Texes,By Ma;,r.or_l?'ro Tem To’ Mrg, Psul Jones

_ ‘Special Warranty Deed
The Staté of Pexas, County of Harris. R Know gll men by these praesents:
That the AGity of Houston, Texas, a municipal corporation. scting herein by its Ms.ybr Pro Tem
H. A. Halverton, and ita Assistant Secretary, £, E. Belk, for and in oonei d.aration of the sum
of one dollar to it in hand.' paid by -Mz's. Paul Jones, the receipt of which is hereby acknowledged
gmd the assumption and agrea'ment' to i)ay by. the said h;_rs. Paul Jones of any paving ocharged
for pa.ﬁ'ement in front of the proyérty harein conveye-d, has granted, sold and conveyed, and
by these presente does grent, sell and convey unto the asid i&rs. Paul Jones of Harris GCounty,
Texas, that. nertain traoct, plece or parcel of land described as Iollo?.:é; to-wit;

Forty ;(40) square feet of land helng a part of Hoge Bark adjoining fractional lot #63 of yolsht

‘Wrightwood Additiorn out of the John susfin Two DIesgus Grant, north side of ‘Buffslo Bayou, Houston,

Harris County, Texas, and being more pertisularly desoribed as follows:

Beginning .at the grantee'lé eontheast cormer on the south line of said fractional lot #63;
thence north '_PQ dog. 07; west along the south line of mald. fractional lot #53 a dist';ance of
34,6 feat to a point on the proposed south line of Quitman Street formerly known a3 Maufferd

Street, said point being the beginning point of a curve having s radius of 236.7 fae}:;

thenca in a southeasterly directlion along sald curve being a curve to the right having a
rading of 236.7 feet a distence of ap.proximately 35 feat to a point on the gr&ntee’rs east lina
proje.ctad ‘Bouth 2 deg. 09t west; thence. north 2 deg. 09' esast slong eaid proJection
of the grantee's easst line approximately 2.5 feet. to plaoe of beginning.

To hava gnd to hold the above desoribed premimes, together with all snd singular the ri'gh'ts
and a.p'purtemmcesitheroto in anywise belonging unto the said lﬁrg. Paul Jones, her heirs and
sasigne forsver, And ‘the Gil‘;y of Houston, Texas, does hereby ‘bimi itself, its. BUGCEeSEOTS

and aasigné t.0 warrant and forever defend s}l and singular the.ssld premises unto the sald

' Mra, Paul Jones, her heirs and assigns, against every person whomsocever cleiming by, through

"pr under 1%, and no further.

In witness whereof, said City of Houston, Texaa,.haa ocaused this instrument to be executed by its

¥pyoér Pro.Jom a_nd to be nttested by 1ta aaaia-tg.u!; Sécrétary gnd its eorporate seal harsunto

Clerics Notes—Art. 4606
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H.C.Tyrrell, et al 4 To Benjemin Hunter, Jri

) _: Desd & Mep } . o
The State of Texas; Coﬁnty of Harrls Xnow all men by thesa prosents: That Tyrreli-Garth
Investment Company and'ﬁ.rc..Tyrrall_of the State of Oklanoma, Thomas @Garth and J. W. Gerth
dr., of the County of Harris ond State of Texas the members of sald concern for and in con-
sideration of the gum of two hundred and fifty ( $250.00) dollars cash to them in hand paid’ by
Benjamin Hunter, Jr., the receipt of which is hereby acknowledgad and confaasad have granted;
bargained, scld and convayed and by these presants do grant bargein, sell and convey unto -the
said Benjaﬁin Hunter, Jr., of the County ef Harrls and Stabte of Texasz, all that certain lok

_tract or parcel of land 1ocated and situated in the County of Harris and State of Texps in the

Harvey #hiting Survey out of the one dnd one-half acre achool traet described in desed from Mary
Jones to (. Anson Jones recorded in voi; 20 pages 48l end 482 of the Harrils County deed records

and more partlcularly described by mefies and bounds as follows:

Boeglinning at the Northeast cormer of a tract of 112 acres conveyed by Mary Jonss to Thomas Chubb
. by deed dated on or about June 13, 1862 and recorded in Vol. Z page 578 of tie Iarris County
. deed racords to which reference 14 made; thence North 22 deg. east to the intersectlon of this
line with the east llne of what is known as the Goose Creek-Pelly Road, which road was within
rec;nt months paved with concrete by Harria County; Thence along the enﬂt gide of saild Goose

- reak-Pelly paved road in a gensral south.and southwasterly direction curving to the right, bo




PN LR e s T

&

1
+
i

the right to a point where the east or southesst line of sald roed intersects the south line
of smaid sthool tract described as aforesald in deed recorded in wvol. B0 pages 481 ot seq of
the Harris County deed recorda; Thence. Worth 73 deg. cast along the south line of anid P

acre school tract to the plece of beginning at 2% pipe and 1" belt all as per map or platb

of survey made by J. 5. Boyles on or sbout Sepiamber 19, 1930 a copy of which ia abttached hersto .

and made a part hereof; and being a part of the sald 1% acre achool tract conveyed Lo grantors

hereln by deed dated on or about April 8, 1928 and recorded in vol. 773 page 460 of the Harris

County desd records the premlses intended 46 be conveyed hersby being all that portion of said

1% acre school tract which lies sast and/or south of the said Goose Creel-Pelly paved road as the 1

same 1§ now located, upon the ground, togsther with all improvements thereon situated.

To have and to hold the above described and conveyed lands and premlasea, together with all and

singular the rights and appurbensnces therebo in anywise bslonging unto the sald Benjamin Hunter, g'
Jrs, his heilprs and asalgns forever. And we do hereby bind ourselves, our heirs, executors,
administrators, successors and assigns to warrsnt and forever defend 211 and singunlar the sald

lands and premlses unto the sald Benjamin Huﬁter,_Jr., his heirs and‘aaaigns, agalnat every person

whomgoever lawfully claiminé or %o clalm the same or eny park thereof; by throupgh or under ua,

; or alther or any of us. In wltness whersof the said Tyrrell-éarth Investment Company arml
]B§ the members thereof have execubed these presents on this the 27th dey of July, A.D. 1831,
197
. gg ’ 4. €. Tyrrell Thomas Garth J. W. Garth, Individuelly and as the
T 20

Membera of Tyrrell-gGarth Investment Company.

The State of Oklehoma, Couﬁty of Before me the undersigned authority a nobary publie
in amd for Tulsa Counby, Oklshoma on this day personally appeared H. C. Tyrrell, knownﬂtp mne to.
be the perason whese name is subseribed to the foregolng instrument of writing and ackno&ladgeﬂ
to me - that he axeouted the same for the purpoges and consideratioh thereln expressad.and in his

individusl cepacity and as a member of Tyrrell-Garth Investment Company.

aiven under my hand and sesl of office this the 27th day of July, A.D. 1931.
Frank H, Shreck, Neotary Public in and for Tulasa County, OkIahqma.

My Com. expires July 3, 1932  (Seal) '

The State of Texas, County of Harris Before me the undersigned amthorlty a nobary publio in :

and for Harris County, Texas on this day personally appeared Thomas Garth and J. W. Garth, Jr.,

khown to me to be the persons whose names are subscribed te the foragoing‘instrumaptiof writing,

and severally acknowledged to me thaet they executed the same for Ehe purposes and consideration

therein expressed snd in theip individual capacitles and as members of Tyrrell-Garth Investment
Company. Given under my hand and ‘sesl of office this the 28th day of July, A.D. 1931.
L.0.Atking, Hotary Riblic in and for Earris Counbty, Texaa (Seal)
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| 1886 school Proper‘tw b 4 o % d
This 1843 image from Google Earth 4 p 4
- ' - T

shows a building about 12'%20" at - L
—

the exact site of the Goose Creek

% Schoolwhich is shown on the 1916
i USGS map. This school had been " e,
maoved from the 1876 location at
Wlvlain - S.Main in 1886. The building
was described in the Doris Isenhour
memair as a tiny schoalhouse across
Goose Creek.

The red perimeter is existing GCCISD
property. The yellaw line was a ditroad |

in 1916 as shown on the USGS map. .

- -
v

€togleE@ﬂ AR Y

AP

“Goose Creek School House.” 29°43.731°N and 94°58.274’W. Google Earth. December 31,
1943

1876 Goose Creek School Harris County Historical Commission
© Chuck Chandler August 24, 2018
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Looking north up South Man Street
The buildings are on the former school land.
. Z. i e i & . ‘__-"-,- '

Looking west down West Main Street,
The buildings are on the former school land
The two trees are on the edge of the land
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HARRIS COUNTY APPRAISAL DISTRICT Tax Year: 2020
REAL PROPERTY ACCOUNT INFORMATION
0451440050302 = print

Owner and Property Information

Owner Name & MEREDITH RANDY D Legal Description: TR 28A-1
Mailing Address: 1319 S MAIN ST ABST 840 H WHITING
BAYTOWN TX 77520-7165 Property Address: 1319 S MAIN ST
BAYTOWN TX 77520
State Class Land Use Code Building | Total | Land | Building Net Neighborhood |Market Area| Map Key
Code Class | Units | Area Area Rentable Facet | Mapi¢z
Area
F1 -- Real, 8001 -- Land E 0 9,932 | 1,464 0 9454.02 5014 -- 6356B | 541B
Commercial Neighborhood SF East
Section 1

Value Status Information
Value Status Shared CAD
All Values Pending No

Exemptions and Jurisdictions

Exemption Type Districts Jurisdictions Exemption Value ARB Status 2019 Rate| 2020 Rate
None 016 GOOSE CREEK CISD Pending Pending 1.354280
040 HARRIS COUNTY Pending Pending 0.407130
041 HARRIS CO FLOOD CNTRL Pending Pending 0.027920
042 PORT OF HOUSTON AUTHY Pending Pending 0.010740
043 HARRIS CO HOSP DIST Pending Pending 0.165910
044 HARRIS CO EDUC DEPT Pending Pending 0.005000
046 LEE JR COLLEGE DIST Pending Pending 0.230100
051 CITY OF BAYTOWN Pending Pending 0.802030

Texas law prohibits us from displaying residential photographs, sketches, floor plans, or information indicating the age of a
property owner on our website. You can inspect this information or get a copy at HCAD's information center at 13013 NW

Freeway.
Valuations
Value as of January 1, 2019 Value as of January 1, 2020
Market Appraised Market Appraised
Land 18,597 Land
Improvement 11,403 Improvement
Total 30,000 30,000|Total Pending Pending
Land
Market Value Land
. o site |Unit |, . | size | site | APPT | Appro/R  |Total| unit | Ad
Line Description Code|Type Units Factor|Factor FO/R Reason Adj | Price Ur_1|t Value
actor Price
1 8001 -- Land Neighborhood |4332| SF |7,432| 1.00 | 1.00 1.00 -- 1.00 |Pending | Pending|Pending
Section 1
2 8001 -- Land Neighborhood |4332| SF |2,500| 1.00 | 1.00 0.25 Restr or Non- |0.25 |Pending|Pending |Pending
Section 1 Conf
Building
Building Year Built Type Style Quality Impr Sq Ft Building Details
1 1920 Auto Service Garage Service Repair Garage Low 1,464 Displayed
Building Details (1)
Building Data Building Areas
Element Detail Description Area
Cooling Type None CNPY ROOF W/ SLAB -C 384
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https://public.hcad.org/records/Print.asp?crypt=%94%AD%AE%A9%%...

Functional Utility Poor BASE AREA PRI 1,464
Heating Type None
Partition Type Below Normal
Physical Condition Poor
Plumbing Type Minimum
Sprinkler Type None
Exterior Wall Brick / Stone
Economic Obsolescence Fair
Market Index 100% No Mkt
Adjustment Adjustment
Element Units
Wall Height 11
OH Door: Wood / Mtl 1
Interior Finish Percent 100
Extra Features
Line Description Quality Condition Units Year Bulit
1 CANOPY ROOF AND SLAB Average Poor 600.00 1980
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