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I. CONTEXT 

All Texas Constitutions, from the 1827 Constitution de Coahuila y Tejas to the 1869 Texas Constitution, 

advocated the importance of education. However, from 1827 to 1876, most Texans considered education 

as purely a responsibility of parents and had little interest in expending tax money on the education of 

other people’s children. The 1850 census shows no children in the Goose Creek/Cedar Bayou area to 

have attended school within the year. In the Compromise of 1850,3 Texas gave up about half its territory 

in exchange for 10 million dollars from the Federal government. This allowed the state to pay down its 

considerable debts and set aside $2 million as a Special School Fund.4 This money was heavily invested 

in railroad stock and the interest from this money was to be distributed to the counties on a per capita 

basis to fund public education but the last railroad loans were made in 1862 and initially the railroads 

were not able to pay the annual interest on the loans. More money was siphoned off to build state 

prisons. The fund did have some positive effect because the 1860 census shows that almost all white 

children in the Goose Creek/Cedar Bayou area had attended school within the year. The Civil War was 

particularly devastating to the Special School Fund. In addition to the destabilization of financial 

institutions, the governor transferred almost $1.3 million to the military board for war expenses. No 

funds were drawn for education from 1861 to 1870 and by the end of the war the balance which had 

been over $2.5 million in 1861 was worth practically nothing.5 The Reconstruction Constitution of 1869 

called for a uniform system of public free schools for “the gratuitous instruction of all inhabitants 

between the ages of six and eighteen.” Attendance was made compulsory for four months per year and 

schools were integrated. The system was to be supported by replenishment of the Special School Fund, 

which could never again be used for any other purpose. However, in the wake of Reconstruction all of 

these reforms were extremely unpopular with the white southerners of Texas.6 They were not enforced 

and all were replaced in the 1876 Constitution. Only a few school houses had been built in the entire 

state up to this point and classes were mostly held in churches, barns or whatever building could be 

found.7  By 1872, only $478,820 was left of the original $2 million.8   

 

The 1876 Texas Constitution9 and the laws which were passed in its wake completely revamped the 
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education system in Texas and started the state on the path to our present system. 10  This is the 

constitution still in effect today, although it has been amended many, many times. 

 

II. OVERVIEW 

After the death of her husband, Anson Jones,11 in 1858, Mary Smith McCrory Jones12 moved her family 

to Galveston and then in 1859, to Goose Creek. That same year she purchased her farm called 

Headquarters from the estate of Henry G. Smith, with Ashbel Smith having Power of Attorney for his 

brother’s affairs.13 Her children attended the Harmony Grove school, held in the Methodist chapel of the 

same name14 which was located on Dr. John L. Bryan’s property15 16 just north of today’s Missouri 

Street on the west bank of Goose Creek.17  In 1859 the school was taught by Mr. and Mrs. Kemp18 and 

from 1863 to 1866 was taught by Rev. C. C. Preston.19, 20 

 
As early as 1841 school district boundaries were defined by Justice Precinct boundaries. Goose Creek, 

Lynchburg, and Cedar Bayou were located in Precinct 3 which became School District No. 8.21  After 

the Civil War, Thomas Benjamin Gaillard22 moved his wife and nine children from their home in Adams 

County, Mississippi to the east bank of Goose Creek. Soon after their arrival in 1867 his daughter, 

Linna, opened a school for the local children23  in a two-room cabin located on her family’s land, which 

had been used by Confederate troops garrisoned there during the Civil War.24   In the 1870 census she 

was one of three teachers enumerated in Subdivision 35 of Harris County, which consisted of all County 

land east of the San Jacinto River. Almost all of the white school-age children in the Goose Creek area 

had attended school within that year.25   

 

In 1873, School District No 8 was re-established, 26,27 but in 1876, the constitution and the school law 

passed that year abolished the existing Common School Districts and established what were called 

“School Communities”.28 The requirements for a School Community consisted of having a building in 

which to conduct classes, a list of any number of students between the ages of 8-14, and a board of 

trustees consisting of three members. School was held four months a year and the school day was of 7 

hours duration. Attendance by the students was not compulsory, although attendance was kept in a day 

book by the teacher as a requirement for her pay, which was based on the number of students in class. 

 

Thirty-five School Communities were established in all of Harris County. The three School 

Communities in the Baytown area were Cedar Bayou No. 5, Goose Creek No. 9, and Lynchburg No. 24. 
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Mary Jones’ son, Cromwell Anson Jones, was the elected County Judge of Harris County and all the 

county’s schools came under his jurisdiction. Ashbel Smith29 was appointed as head of the Harris 

County School Board of School Examiners.30 

 

Land for Goose Creek School Community No. 9 was donated by Mary Jones at the request of Thomas 

Gaillard. In his letter of October 28, 1875, he says, 

“Dear Madame, The Public School Committee asked me some time ago to write you and ascertain if 
you will sell or donate to the State a piece of land out of your corner, next to Mrs. Franck’s place on 
the road to Cedar Bayou. Whereon to build a public school house the Committee say it might be of 
advantage in the Sale or rent of the net of your place. I have been sick not able to write for more than 
a month and now have only strength to say “God bless you”. Sincerely Your friend, Thos. B. 
Gaillard”.31 
 

She forwarded the letter to her son, County Judge C. Anson Jones, adding “I thought you had made the 

Deed asked for within. You had better make it at once. MJ.”32 because she was preparing to sell the land. 

For some reason, the deed was not drawn up until 1879 and not filed with the county until 1880.33 The 

date of this deed coincides with the date of the deed to David Wiggins and also indicates that the school 

continued in operation throughout this time. 

 
 
The 1-1/2 acres of land was located inside the bend of today’s junction of West Main and South Main 

Streets in Baytown.34 Goose Creek School Community No. 9 was established on November 22, 1876 by 

Harris County and $39.90 was granted for the school in which classes had commenced two months 

earlier.35 The state constitution allocated $2.82536 per student, meaning there were 14 students enrolled 

in the first class. The petitioners for the application were Gilbert Brooks, T.S. Tabb "and others." 

Lafayette Jones, Henry F. Gillette,37 and Jesse Brooks were appointed as trustees. The list of students 

submitted with the charter application has not survived. However, the 1880 census shows 15 children 

living near the school, with 8 of them being children of board members or petitioners.   

 

The School Committee was formed before October, 187538 and the school house was built before 

November, 1876.39 The 1875 Constitution passed with voter approval in February, 187640 so plans for 

the school were already being made before the Constitution took effect. As was common practice at the 

time, the building would have been built by parents and friends of the community.41 It was constructed 

of wood planks and was probably not painted. No pictures are known to exist but the 1943 aerial image 
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shows it to be about 12 ft x 20 ft.42  It had a door and windows for light and ventilation. The furniture 

consisted of two rows of homemade benches and a teacher’s desk of crude style. A dry goods box was 

used for a library. The books, mostly religious, were furnished by Cedar Bayou Methodist Church.43 The 

first teacher in this school was Linna Gaillard.44 Public school teachers were required by law to be 

certified by the state and her teacher certificate renewal was received by the County in August 1877 so it 

is likely that she was the teacher for the following year as well. 45 The teacher from 1879 to 1881 was 

probably Mary Johnson, who was enumerated in June as a Teacher in the 1880 census, living in the 

home of Ashbel Smith.46 

 

The school building also served as a chapel. Dorris Isenhour writes in her memoirs about “attending 

church services in a tiny schoolhouse across Goose Creek (mainly to meet our beaux) where we sweated 

out a long and fearful service by an old itinerant preacher.”47 

 

Among many other changes, the 1884 school law allowed creation of a system of School Districts run 

by the county. Goose Creek and Cedar Bayou were the only schools in School District 15, which 

extended between Goose Creek stream and Cedar Bayou north to today’s FM-1942 Road. At some 

point, the old Goose Creek school building was moved to the border of the north edge of David Wiggins’ 

land, 48  just east of today’s George Washington Carver Elementary. A 1928 fire at Harris County 

Department of Education destroyed school records prior to 1888 but surviving records show that from 

1888 until 1895 the teachers were Katie Gaillard, Stella McCracken, Annie Langford, Mamie 

Blackshear, and Clement Appleyard.49 In 1896 the teacher was Laura Alden.50 In 1889 Wiggins had sold 

59 acres to Jesse Knowlton51 who subdivided the land and in 1892 sold the tract on which the school 

stood to Ephraim Taylor.52 Separate colored and white school trustees had been required by the Texas 

constitution since the School Act of 188453 was enacted and in 1897 Ephraim Taylor, Charles Barrett, 

and George Gillette were elected as School District 15 Trustees.54 They were immediate neighbors, all 

living on tracts of land purchased from Jesse Knowlton and were the only blacks to ever serve as School 

Trustees in District 15. That year the school became the first colored school in Goose Creek and for the 

next fourteen years white children had to either be schooled at home55 or travel several miles to attend 

classes at Cedar Bayou. Taylor, Barrett, and Gillette were re-elected in 189856 and the 1900 census 

shows five black school age children living in the immediate neighborhood who had attended school 

within the year. Four of the children were enumerated in the census as being at school.57 The County 
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Commissioners records called for colored trustees for each subsequent year through at least 1906 but no 

colored trustees were elected in District 15 after 1899. The school closed sometime between 1900 and 

1904 when Ephraim Taylor sold his land58 and for the next few years there was no public school in 

Goose Creek at all.59 In 190560 and 190661 most districts in the county, including School District 15, 

didn’t even hold an election for School Trustees, black or white. In the 1910 census, no black children in 

the neighborhood had attended school within the year and none could read or write.62 It would be 1921 

before a black school was re-established in Goose Creek.63 

 

With the discovery of oil in 1908 and the subsequent population explosion, a school was opened at 

Goose Creek in 1911 to serve the children of white oil field workers. The teacher, Alice Mae Bullard, 

conducted classes in a tent provided by her father. A more permanent school opened the following year 

under Erma McMasters64 and was later taught by Cora Lazenby. By 1916, the student population had 

outgrown that building65 and a portable annex was added.66 The “New Town” of Goose Creek had been 

developed in 1916 north of the oil field and the “Old School House” was reopened as a school for white 

children in that community.67 Gushers, fires, explosions and gas releases in the oil field caused several 

school closures in the fall of 1916 and forced the oil field school to close in 1917.68 

 

The student population of Goose Creek continued to grow to over 400 in 191869 and in August, 1919 the 

old school house was upgraded with plumbing and toilets70  Roof repairs were made and lighting was 

installed in October, 1920.71 By 1921 Goose Creek ISD had at least six grammar schools teaching 

grades 1-3 spread throughout the Tri-Cities.72 Grades 4-6 attended classes at “The Barn"73 74 and grades 

7-11 attended classes at the YMCA.75 The school population in 1922 was up to 1200 and twenty-eight 

teachers were employed by the school district.76   

 

With the passage of the $200,000 school bond in 1922 and opening of new school buildings in 1923,77 78 

the Old School House had finally outlived its usefulness and was closed for good. After its service as a 

school was over, the building still existed as a storage shed or barn until at least 1966.79  It was located in 

a pasture on High Street near Anson Jones Elementary and children walking home from school 

considered it a “haunted house”. It became a “double-dog-dare” to go inside.80 According to historical 

aerial photographic images, the building was gone by 1973. 
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In February, 1908, R. D. Smith and John Ilfrey, Trustees of School District No 15 had petitioned the 

Harris County Commissioners Court for sale of the 1-1/2 acres of land which Mary Jones had donated.81 

The petition was filed but no action on the land was taken until 1926, when Harris County transferred 

the land to the Goose Creek Independent School District (GCISD).82 In 1928, the state gave permission 

for the school district to sell the land to raise funds for purchase of new school land, so the 1-1/2 acres 

was sold to the Tyrell-Garth Investment Company.83 Part of it became the road bed for the West Main – 

South Main junction. In 1931 the property was subdivided and sold in parcels.84 Today there is a house, 

a church, an empty building, and a business on the land but the only part of the original 1-1/2 acres is 

still in public use is the road bed and traffic island in the Pelly area of Baytown.85 

 

The Goose Creek area today is served by the Goose Creek Consolidated Independent School District 

(GCCISD) headquartered in Baytown, Texas.86 The district serves all of Baytown and Highlands, Coady, 

McNair, and outlying areas of East Harris County, as well as a portion of West Chambers County. 

Currently, the district has 14 elementary schools (K-5), 5 junior high schools (6-8), 4 high schools (9-

12), a career center, and two alternative centers for education.87 

 

III. SIGNIFICANCE 

Goose Creek School Community No. 9 was the first school in present day Baytown built on land 

designated as school property. In 1876 Mary Smith McCrory Jones, the widow of the last President of 

Texas and future first President of the Daughters of the Republic of Texas, donated one and a half acres 

of her farm to Harris County on which to build a public school. The request for the donation came from 

Thomas Gaillard, her neighbor and owner of the land which would eventually become the Goose Creek 

Oil Field. Her youngest son, Harris County Judge Cromwell Anson Jones (1850-1888), also had 

jurisdiction over all the schools in Harris County. He grew up in today’s Pelly area and in the 1860s had 

attended school at the Harmony Grove church building, located near Goose Creek stream. Ashbel Smith, 

physician, diplomat, official of the Republic of Texas, first President of the Board of Regents of the 

University of Texas, and owner of nearby Evergreen Plantation, served as Chairman of the County 

Board of School Examiners. 

 

The school house was built and paid for by parents and friends of the 14 students between the ages of 8-

14 who were enrolled in the first class. It was a tiny wooden plank building, about 12’ x 20’ in size. The 
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furniture consisted of two rows of homemade benches and a teacher’s desk of crude style. A dry goods 

box was used for a library. The books, mostly religious, were furnished by Cedar Bayou Methodist 

Church. The first teacher in this school was Thomas Gaillard’s daughter, Linna. Classes were conducted 

in the building at this location until 1884, when it was moved about a half mile north to land just behind 

the existing George Washington Carver School. At some point, classes stopped but resumed in 1888 

with Linna’s sister, Katie Gaillard, as the teacher. The school continued for several years under the 

instruction of Stella McCracken, Annie Langford, Mamie Blackshear, Clement Appleyard, and Laura 

Alden. From 1897 until after 1900 the school served as the first public school for Black children in 

Goose Creek. 

 

The influx of oil field and refinery workers and their families due to the discovery of oil drove the 

student population from about 30 in 1916 to 400 in 1918 to more than 1200 in 1922. The old school 

house underwent repairs and upgrades during this time and other buildings were rented and built in 

which to conduct classes. In 1922 a $200,000 school bond election passed and with the opening of 

several new schools in 1923, the old school house had finally outlived its usefulness and its school bell 

rang for the last time. 
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Harris County Deed Book. Volume V, Page 418. H.G. Smith by Atty to Mary Jones 
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United States Geological Survey, 1920, Morgan Point Quadrangle Map SGS Quadrangle map, 
Texas,  

Map data was based on the 1916 survey. Note the 1886 location of the schoolhouse. 
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“Goose Creek School House.” 29°43.731’N and 94°58.274’W. Google Earth. December 31,

1943
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Looking north up South Main Street
The buildings are on the former school land.

Looking west down West Main Street,
The buildings are on the former school land
The two trees are on the edge of the land
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HARRIS COUNTY APPRAISAL DISTRICT
REAL PROPERTY ACCOUNT INFORMATION

0451440050302

Tax Year: 2020

Print

Owner and Property Information

Owner Name &
Mailing Address:

MEREDITH RANDY D
1319 S MAIN ST
BAYTOWN TX 77520-7165

Legal Description: TR 28A-1
ABST 840 H WHITING

Property Address: 1319 S MAIN ST
BAYTOWN TX 77520

State Class
Code

Land Use Code Building
Class

Total
Units

Land
Area

Building
Area

Net
Rentable

Area

Neighborhood Market Area Map
Facet

Key

Mapï¿½

F1 -- Real,
Commercial

8001 -- Land
Neighborhood

Section 1

E 0 9,932
SF

1,464 0 9454.02 5014 --
East

 6356B  541B

Value Status Information

Value Status Shared CAD

All Values Pending No

Exemptions and Jurisdictions

Exemption Type Districts Jurisdictions Exemption Value ARB Status 2019 Rate 2020 Rate

None 016 GOOSE CREEK CISD Pending Pending 1.354280

040 HARRIS COUNTY Pending Pending 0.407130

041 HARRIS CO FLOOD CNTRL Pending Pending 0.027920

042 PORT OF HOUSTON AUTHY Pending Pending 0.010740

043 HARRIS CO HOSP DIST Pending Pending 0.165910

044 HARRIS CO EDUC DEPT Pending Pending 0.005000

046 LEE JR COLLEGE DIST Pending Pending 0.230100

051 CITY OF BAYTOWN Pending Pending 0.802030

Texas law prohibits us from displaying residential photographs, sketches, floor plans, or information indicating the age of a
property owner on our website. You can inspect this information or get a copy at HCAD's information center at 13013 NW

Freeway.

Valuations

Value as of January 1, 2019 Value as of January 1, 2020

Market Appraised Market Appraised

Land 18,597 Land

Improvement 11,403 Improvement

Total  30,000  30,000 Total  Pending Pending

Land

Market Value Land

Line Description
Site
Code

Unit
Type

Units
Size

Factor
Site

Factor

Appr
O/R

Factor

Appr O/R
Reason

Total
Adj

Unit
Price

Adj
Unit
Price

Value

1 8001 -- Land Neighborhood
Section 1

4332 SF 7,432 1.00 1.00 1.00 -- 1.00 Pending Pending Pending

2 8001 -- Land Neighborhood
Section 1

4332 SF 2,500 1.00 1.00 0.25 Restr or Non-
Conf

0.25 Pending Pending Pending

Building

Building Year Built Type Style Quality Impr Sq Ft Building Details

1 1920 Auto Service Garage Service Repair Garage Low 1,464 Displayed

Building Details (1)

Building Data

Element Detail

Cooling Type None

Building Areas

Description Area

CNPY ROOF W/ SLAB -C 384

Print Details https://public.hcad.org/records/Print.asp?crypt=%94%AD%AE%A9%...

1 of 2 2/5/2020, 8:38 PM



Functional Utility Poor

Heating Type None

Partition Type Below Normal

Physical Condition Poor

Plumbing Type Minimum

Sprinkler Type None

Exterior Wall Brick / Stone

Economic Obsolescence Fair

Market Index
Adjustment

100% No Mkt
Adjustment

Element Units

Wall Height 11

OH Door: Wood / Mtl 1

Interior Finish Percent 100

BASE AREA PRI 1,464

Extra Features

Line Description Quality Condition Units Year Bulit

1 CANOPY ROOF AND SLAB Average Poor 600.00 1980

Print Details https://public.hcad.org/records/Print.asp?crypt=%94%AD%AE%A9%...

2 of 2 2/5/2020, 8:38 PM
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