
San Jacinto Battleground & Monument 
Reminiscences - Velma Davis 

 

When they were building the San Jacinto 
monument, I lived right across the channel from it. I 
lived in a 2-story house and watched them build it 
out my windows. 
 
There used to be large picnic tables with covers 
near it where we would have church picnics. The 
small cemetery now near the battleship was across 
the channel. It had to be moved because of 
subsidence. 
 
I can remember the church having baptizing across 
from the monument. Everyone would have to get 
out of the water when a ship came by. 
 
The “star” on top of the monument was supposed 
to be specially designed so that it looked like a star 
from any direction. Many people thought it looked 
like a grass burr, however. 
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